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L.D.O. 21/2020

Short title and
date of operation

Replacement of
the long title to
Act No. 32 of
1968

General
amendments to
the principal
enactment and
other written law

AN ACT TO AMEND THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS
ACT, NO. 32 OF 1968

BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka as follows: -

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Registration of Persons
(Amendment) Act, No. of 2024.

(2) The provisions of this Act other than the provisions of sections 3,
4,5,6,7, 8,9, 10, 11 and 12 shall come into operation on the date on
which the Bill becomes an Act of Parliament.

(3) The provisions of sections 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 shall
come into operation on such date as the Minister may appoint by Order
published in the Gazette upon the necessary infrastructure arrangements
and technological methodologies are made to give effect to the
amendments made under those sections to the provisions of the
Registration of Persons Act, No.32 of 1968.

2. The long title of the Registration of Persons Act, No.32 of 1968
(hereinafter referred to as the “principal enactment”) is hereby repealed
and the following long title substituted therefor: -

“AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
UNIQUE DIGITAL IDENTITY FRAMEWORK FOR SRI LANKA;
FOR THE REGISTRATION OF ALL CITIZENS OF SRI LANKA IN
THE UNIQUE DIGITAL IDENTITY FRAMEWORK; FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF NATIONAL IDENTITY CARDS TO THE ELIGIBLE
CITIZENS SO REGISTERED; FOR THE AUTHENTICATION,
VERIFICATION AND SHARING OF IDENTITY INFORMATION FOR
SPECIFIED PURPOSES; AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.”.

3. (1) In the principal enactment there shall be substituted for the
word “photograph” or “photographs”, of the words the “digital image of a
person” or “digital images of a person”, wherever those words appear in
the principal enactment.

(2) Any reference to “photograph” or “photographs”, in other written
law, any, notice, notification or other document, made under the principal



enactment or in relation to registration of persons under the provisions of
the principal enactment, shall be read and construed as a reference to
“digital image of a person” or “digital images of a person”, as the case may
be.

Replacement of 4. Section 2 of the principal enactment is hereby repealed and the

section 2 of the  f5])5wing section is substituted therefor: -
principal

enactment ; o Sk
“Every citizen 2. (1) From and after the date of coming into

to be registered  heration of this section, every person who is
a citizen of Sri Lanka shall be registered by
the Commissioner-General appointed under
section 3 (hereinafter referred to as the
“Commissioner General”), for the purpose of
section 2A.

(2) Every citizen who attains the age of
fifteen years shall be liable to apply for
registration in the manner set out in section 9
for the issue of a National Identity Card under
this Act.”.

Insertion of 5. The following new section is hereby inserted immediately after

Se?ti?“ ZIAi" the  section 2 of the principal enactment and shall have effect as section 2A of
principa
enactment

that enactment: -

“Every citizen 2A. (1) There shall be established a
of SriLankato  framework called the Unique Digital Identity

b igned c : ;
ol die Framework for Sri Lanka, which shall comprise of
Unique Digital h
the -

Identification
Number
(a) National Pre-Register of Persons in

which the citizens specified in
subsection (1A) of section 6 are
registered; and

(b)National Register of Persons in which
the citizens specified in subsection (1B)
of section 6 are registered.

(2) The information contained in the National

2
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Pre-Register of Persons and the National Register
of Persons referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subsection (1) respectively, shall be-

(a) recorded in the electronic form in two
databases, each reserved for each such
register; and

(b) managed through an Inter-operability
Platform and a National Data Exchange
Mechanism, through which requests
relating to the-

(i) identification of citizens;

(ii) authentication of citizen’s identity;

(iii) verification of citizen’s
information; and

(iv) sharing of citizens’ information as
provided for by law,

shall be facilitated.

(3) The Commissioner-General shall register
every citizen of Sri Lanka in the National Pre-
Register of Persons or in the National Register of
Persons, as the case may be by-

(a) recording information of such citizen in
the relevant register as referred to in
subsection (1); and

(b) assigning a Sri Lanka Unique Digital
Identification  number  (hereinafter
referred to as the “SL-UDI number”) to
every such citizen.

(4) The Minister, by Order published in the
Gazette, shall specify the structure and distinctive
numbering regime relating to the SL-UDI number.



Amendment of
section 6 of the
principal
enactment

FD 26.04.2024

(5) The SL-UDI number assigned to a citizen
shall be valid for the lifetime of such citizen
unless-

(a) such person ceases to be a citizen of Sri
Lanka; or

(b) the national identity card of such
person is invalidated under section 47,
except where such card has been
invalidated under paragraph (b) of
subsection (1) of section 18.

(6) The mode and manner relating to the
assignment of SL-UDI numbers to citizens of Sri
Lanka shall be as prescribed.”.

6. Section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
follows: -
(1) by the repeal of subsection (1) thereof and the substitution therefor,
of the following: -

“(1) The information relating to every citizen of Sri Lanka
shall be recorded, subject to the provisions of subsection (1A)
and (1B), in the National Pre- Register of Persons or National
Register of Persons, as the case may be, in the prescribed form
and manner.”;

(2) by the insertion immediately after subsection (1) of that section of
the following new subsections:-

“(1A) The National Pre- Register of Persons shall include
the information of-

(a) every person who is a citizen of Sri Lanka at the
time of birth and has not attained the age of fifteen
years on the date of coming into operation of this
section;

4
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(b) every citizen of Sri Lanka who has attained the age
of fifteen years on or prior to the date of coming
into operation of this section and has not applied for
registration in terms of section 9;

(c) every citizen of Sri Lanka by decent or by
registration who has been issued with a valid
certificate of citizenship by the Controller of
Immigration and Emigration, at any time after birth,
and has not applied for registration in terms of
section 9; and

(d) every person who is a citizen of Sri Lanka at the
time of birth and born on or after the date of coming
into operation of this section.

(1B) The National Register of Persons shall include the
information of every citizen of Sri Lanka-

(a) who has been registered in the National Register of
Persons prior to the date of coming into operation of
this section;

(b) who attains the age of fifteen years and applies for
registration in the manner set out in section 9 on and
after the date of coming into operation of this
section.”;

(3) in subsection (2) thereof, by the insertion immediately after
paragraph (a), the following new paragraph: -

“(aa) the SL-UDI number;”,

(4) by the addition, immediately after subsection (2) thereof, the
following new subsections:—

“(3) The Commissioner-General shall register or cause to be
registered a person in the National Pre-Register of Persons —

(a) where such person is a citizen of Sri Lanka at

5



the time of birth, with effect from the date of
birth of such person and upon the receipt of
prescribed information of such person from
the Registrar-General within a prescribed
period in the prescribed manner; or

(b) where such person has become a citizen of Sri
Lanka by decent or by registration under the
law in force relating to citizenship, with effect
from the date of registration of such person as
a citizen of Sri Lanka and upon the receipt of
prescribed information of such person from
the Controller of Immigration and Emigration
within a prescribed period in a prescribed
manner.

(5) The Commissioner-General shall update and
modify the information either in the in the National Pre-
Register of Persons or in the National Register of Persons
from time to time by modifying the National Pre-register of
Persons and the National Register of Persons, for the
purposes of section 6A.”.

Replacement of 7. Section 6A of the principal enactment is hereby repealed and the

section 6A of the  f]1owing section is substituted therefor: -

principal

enactment ; 1% : .
“Duty to inform 6A. Every citizen registered under section 6
the

shall inform the Commissioner-General of any

Commissioner- : ; ! ;
e change of circumstances affecting the information
change of relating to such citizen recorded either in the

information National Pre-Register of Persons or the National
Register of Persons, in the prescribed manner and
form within a prescribed period for the purpose of-

(a) updating the National Pre-Register of
Persons or the National Register of

Persons, as the case may be; or

(b) issuance of a National Identity Card under
section 16 or 17.”.

FD 26.04.2024



Amendment of
section 9 of the
principal
enactment
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8. Section 9 of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
follows: -

(1) in subsection (2) thereof, by the repeal of paragraph (a) of
that section and the substitution therefor of the following
paragraph: -

“(a) shall be made in writing;”’;
(2) in subsection (3) thereof -
(a) in paragraph (a) of that section-

(i) by the repeal of subparagraph (ii) thereof;
and

(i) by the renumbering of subparagraph (i) as
paragraph (a) thereof; and

(b)by the repeal of paragraph (b) thereof and the
substitution therefor of the following paragraph: -

“(b) the digital image of the applicant of
prescribed  dimensions,  specifications,
standards and quality taken by the
Commissioner-General or by a person
authorized by the Commissioner-
General;”;

(3) by the repeal of subsection (5) thereof and the substitution
therefor, of the following: -

“(5) Upon the receipt of an application for
registration in writing, the Commissioner-General or a
Certifying Officer appointed by the Commissioner-
General under subsection (2) of section 3 shall
acknowledge the receipt of such application in the
prescribed form and manner and shall-

(a) enter, update or modify, where necessary, the
information relating to the applicant for the
purpose of National Register of Persons in the

/



presence and with the consent of the applicant;

(b) certify manually or electronically the
transliterated information to be appeared on
National Identity Card, which are verified and
confirmed manually or electronically by the
applicant in the prescribed form;

(c) certify manually or electronically the captured
biometrics as well as infirmities for the purpose
of National Register of Persons, which are
verified and  confirmed manually or
electronically by the applicant in the prescribed
form;

(d) certify manually or electronically the captured
information relating to the applicant for the
purpose of National Register of Persons, which
are verified and confirmed manually or
electronically by the applicant in the prescribed
form;

(¢) scan and store all documents submitted by the
applicant in the National Register of Persons;
and

(f) validate and verify from the relevant authorities
the accuracy of information provided and the
genuineness of documents submitted by the
applicant prior to confirmation of registration.”.

Amendment of 9. Section 10 of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
section 10 of the follows: -

principal

enactment

(1) in subsection (1) thereof, by the repeal of paragraph (c) of that
subsection and the substitution therefor, of the following: -

“(c) if the applicant is a person already registered in the
National Register of Persons; or”;

(2) in subsection (2) thereof, by the substitution for the words
“applicant in writing”, and “such written information”, of the
words, “applicant in writing or in the form of an electronically-
generated document” and “such written or electronically-

8
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Amendment of
section 14 of the
principal
enactment

Amendment of
section 16 of the
principal
enactment
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generated information”, respectively.

10. Section 14 of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
follows: -

(1) by the substitution for the words “becomes a registered
person”, of the words “becomes a person registered in the
National Register of Persons”;

(2) in paragraph (a) of that section, by the substitution for the
words “shall be in the prescribed form”, of the words “shall be
in the layout, design and manner as may be specified by the
Minister by Order published in the Gazette”,

(3) by the insertion immediately after paragraph (a) of that section,
of the following new paragraph: -

“(aa) shall bear the SL-UDI number;”;

(4) in paragraph (b) of that section by the substitution for the
words “shall bear the photograph or the image”, of the words
“shall bear the digital image of the applicant”.

11. Section 16 of the principal enactment is hereby amended by the
repeal of paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of that section and the
substitution therefor, of the following: -

“(d) shall contain a certified copy of the relevant extract of the
information book of the police station to which the loss of
the original of such national identity card was reported by the
applicant, and-

(i) where the Commissioner-General requires, prescribed
biometrics of the applicant taken under paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 9; and

(i) where the digital image of the applicant previously taken
is not within the prescribed period of validity or does
not resemble visible changes in the appearance of the
holder of the national identity card, a fresh digital
image of the applicant in the prescribed dimensions,

9



Amendment of
section 17 of the
principal
enactment
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specifications, standards and quality taken by the
Commissioner-General or by a person authorized by
the Commissioner-General.”.

12. Section 17 of the principal enactment is hereby amended in

subsection (2) thereof as follows: -

(1) in sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (aa) of that subsection, by the
substitution for the words, “the fee for the issue of a duplicate of such
card” of the words “the fee for the issue of a duplicate of such card,
which the Minister is hereby authorized to fix by notification
published in the Gazette”;

(2) in paragraph (b) of that subsection, by the substitution for the words
“or electronically; and” of the words “or electronically;”;

(3) by the repeal of paragraph (c) of that subsection (2), and the
substitution therefor, of the following: -

“(c) shall contain-

(i) where the Commissioner-General requires, prescribed
biometrics of the applicant taken under paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 9;

(ii) where the digital image of the applicant previously taken
is not within the prescribed period of validity or does not
resemble visible changes in the appearance of the holder
of the national identity card, a fresh digital image of the
applicant in the prescribed dimensions, specifications,
standards and quality taken by the Commissioner-
General or by a person authorized by the Commissioner-
General; and

(4) by the addition, immediately after paragraph (c) of that subsection, of
the following new paragraph: -

“(d) shall be accompanied by the national identity card in
respect of which the application is made.”.

10
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13. Section 22 of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
follows: -

(1) in subsection (3) thereof, by the substitution for the words,
“subsections (1),(1A) and (2)” of the words, “subsections (1) and
(1A)”; and

(2) by the addition, immediately after subsection (3) thereof, of the
following new subsection: -

“(4) Any person who contravenes the provisions of
subsection (2) shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on
conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding five thousand
rupees.”.

14. Section 39B of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
follows: -

(1) in paragraph (a) thereof, by the substitution for the words, “a
certified copy of the national identity card of that person” of the
words, “a certified copy of the national identity card of that person
or a certificate of confirmation of particulars in the national
identity card of that person”;

(2) in paragraph (b) thereof, by the substitution for the words,
“duties or for the purposes” of the words, “duties or for the
purposes”;

(3) in paragraph (c) thereof, by the substitution for the words, “upon a
written request made by a prescribed authority” of the words,
“upon a written request made by a prescribed authority and on
payment of a prescribed fee by such prescribed authority; or”;

(4) by the addition, immediately after paragraph (c) thereof, of the
following new paragraph: -

“(d) with the consent of the holder of a national identity
card, disclose information stored in the National

11



Register of Persons, -

(i) upon a written request made by a public officer;
or

(ii) upon a written request made by a prescribed
authority and on payment of a prescribed fee,

where such disclosure is necessary for the purpose of
providing services to such holder of national identity

card.”.
Amendment —of 15. Section 39C of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
section 39C of
.. follows:-

the principal
enactment

(1) by the re-numbering of that section as subsection (1);

(2) in the re-numbered subsection (1)-

(a) in paragraph (¢), by the substitution for the words “issued by a
competent Court.” of the words “issued by a competent Court;
or’; and

(b) by the addition, immediately after paragraph (c) thereof, of the
following new paragraph: -

“(d) for the purposes of providing services to the general
public by such public officer or authority.”;
(3) by the addition, immediately after subsection (1), the following
new subsection:-
“(2) The mode and manner of disclosing information under
subsection (1) shall be prescribed.”.
Replacement of 16. Section 39E of the principal enactment is hereby repealed and the
section 39Eof the  f5]1owing section is substituted therefor: -
principal
enactment i sy
Information 39E. (1) The Commissioner-General
12
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contained in the
in the National
Pre-Register of
Persons and the
National
Register of
Persons to be
protected and
unauthorized or
unsolicited
access to such
registers to be
penalized

shall-
(a) be responsible for the National Pre-
Register of Persons and the National
Register of Persons;

(b) subject to the provisions of the
Personal Data Protection Act, No. 09
of 2022 and the Right to Information
Act, No. 12 of 2016 act, at all times,
in the interest of the citizens of Sri
Lanka, having particular regard to the
need for the protection of information
relating to the citizens of Sri Lanka
stored in the National Pre-Register of
Persons and the National Register of
Persons.

(2) The Commissioner-General shall take
all necessary measures to safeguard the rights
and the freedoms of a citizen of Sri Lanka
under written law.

(3) The Commissioner-General shall
not, authorize or permit a third party, to
access, modify, copy information contained
in the National Pre-Register of Persons and in
the National Register of Persons or transfer
such information in bulk form.

(4) No person shall, without the
approval of the Commissioner-General gain
access to the National Pre-Register of Persons
or the National Register of Persons, or make
copies or extracts of any information,
recorded in any such register, relating to a
registered person.

(5) No person shall, tamper with any
information containing in the National Pre-

13
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enactment

Amendment of
section 52 of the
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Register of Persons or in the National
Register of Persons, which may come to his
knowledge in the performance of his duties
under this Act.

17. Section 51 of the principal enactment is hereby amended by the
substitution for the words and figures, “under subsection (1) of section
44” of the words and figures, “under subsection (1) of section 44 and
subsection (4) of section 22”.

18. Section 52 of the principal enactment is hereby amended by the
repeal of subsection (2) of that section and the substitution therefor, of the

following: -

“(2) Without prejudice to the generality of powers conferred
by subsection (1), the Minister may make regulations for and in
respect of the following matters: -

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

)

all matters stated or required to be prescribed under
this Act;

all matters for which regulations are required or
authorized by this Act to be made;

all matters relating to the taking of photographs for
the purpose of obtaining a digital image of an
applicant to register such applicant in the National
Register of Persons and to issue to such applicant a
national identity card under sections 14, 16 or 17,

structure and the distinctive numbering regime
relating to the SL-UDI number;

mode and manner of assigning SL-UDI numbers to
citizens of Sri Lanka;

the manner and period of obtaining information
from the Registrar General and the Controller of
Immigration and Emigration;
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(g) the process of registering an applicant in the
National Register of Persons manually or
electronically and the format of the application;

(h)  the mode and manner of disposing applications after
issuing the national identity cards;

(1) all matters relating to the maintenance of the
National Pre-Register of Persons or the National
Register of Persons, obtaining, updating and
disclosing of information in the National Pre-
Register of Persons or in the National Register of
Persons and the issuance of national identity cards;
and

) the fees to be charged under section 39B .

19. Section 55 of the principal enactment is hereby amended as
follows: -

(1) by the repeal of the definition of expression, “biometrics” and
the substitution therefor, of the following definition of
expression.

“biometrics” means any physical, physiological, or
behavioral characteristics of a natural person, which
allow or confirm the unique identification of that
natural  person, including facial  images,
dactyloscopic data or iris related data;”;

(2) by the insertion immediately after definition of expression
“Commissioner-General”, the following new definition: -

“Controller of Immigration and Emigration” means the
Controller of Immigration and Emigration
appointed under section 4 of the Immigrants and
Emigrants Act (Chapter 351);”;

(3) by the insertion immediately after definition of expression
“Deputy Commissioner”, the following new definition: -
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"digital image" means a picture divided into a grid made of
small dots called pixels, each of which has an
assigned numerical value, translating the entire
image into a string of numbers that enables to
recreate the same image using the same numbers at
any time using a computing device.;";

(4) by the insertion immediately after definition of expression
“identity card”, the following new definitions: -

“Inter-operability Platform” means a structure and
organization, through which services relating to the
identification of any citizen of Sri Lanka,
authentication of identity of any citizen of Sri Lanka
and verification and sharing of identity-related
information of any citizen of Sri Lanka are provided;

“National Data Exchange Mechanism” means the
collection of policies, schemes, and procedures,
based on which the Inter-operability Platform
operates;

(5) by the insertion immediately after definition of expression
“Registration Officer”, the following new definition: -

“Registrar-General” means the Registrar-General of Births
and Deaths appointed under section 2 of the Births
and Deaths Registration Act (Chapter 110);”.

20. Every person who is or becomes a citizen of Sri Lanka on or
after the date of commencement of this Act, whose name is not registered
in the National Pre-Register of Persons or the National Register of
Persons, as the case may be, shall, for the purpose of assigning a SL-UDI
number, register with the Commissioner-General within the period as may
be prescribed.
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21. Notwithstanding the amendments made to sections 9, 14, 16 and
17, any national identity card issued under the provisions of the principal
enactment on or before the date of coming into operation of this Act, shall

continue to be valid for all purposes.

savings

Sinhala text to 22. In the event of any inconsistency between the Sinhala and Tamil

prevail in case of exis of this Act, the Sinhala text shall prevail.
inconsistency
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